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; OBJECTIONS TO MASONRY ANSWERED. 


¢ 


BY JOSEPH R. CHANDLER, ESQ. P. G. M- of PENNSYLVANIA. 


« Ihave been requested, my Brethren, to use the oc- 
2 casion of one of my Grand Visitations to remark upen 
2 certain objections which have been made to Freema- 
- sonry, by persons who are unwilling to be considered 
; antimasons, and are yet opposed to what they are 
pleased to denomiaate secret societies. 
The addresses which I have already delivered were 


intended to show many of the existing advantages of 
our order, and to encourage the Brethren to the exer- 7 


cise of virtues which would greatly extend these ail- 
vantages. These, therefore, may be considered, in 
some measure, answers to objections against Mason- 
ry, because they are arguments in favor of its exten. 
sion, and illustrations of its capacities for good. 

Still, I will meet these objections as they appear to 
have been propounded in a spirit of fairness, and to 
have occupied the thoughts, if not moved the doubts, 

’ of some Brethren now present; for it is not always 
though that we are unconscious of evils in that which 
we esteem ; the doubts of others must always have 
some weight with us, and it frequently happens that 
our confidence is distributed by the apparently candid 
expressed distrust of others when their denunciations 
or arguments would be wholly inoperative. 

Ido not condescend to entertain such objections to 
Freemasonry as have been urged by those brawling 

» Opponents, who seem, by the extravagance of their 
charges, rather desirous of public agitation than of 
our extinction ; who, indeed, can only give themselves 
consequence by hostility to us, and who would be 
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‘ wholly insignificant without the morbid excitement 
‘ which their ridiculous attacks upon us keep alive.— 


Such subjects belong to other places. You would feel 
offended as good men, as well as true masons, if I were 
to attempt to disprove such slanders ; their very yross- 
ness has come to make their authors ridiculous ; and 
we may forgive the inventors while the world is for- 
getting the invention ; though we know that, like oth. 
er evils, these slanders are not to sink into the earth, 
but will ‘‘ return to plague the inventors.” 

The objections to,Freemasonry, which I have been 
called upon to consider, are of another kind, such as 
are made by many good men, and such as have un- 
doubtedly had weight to diminish regard for our ordar, 
and to withhold some from our communion. Inciden- 
tally it is probable that I have,in the course of my Vis- 
sitations, referred to some of them already ; buta repe.- 
tition may not be unprofitable, when it is deemed ex- 
pedient to devote an address especially to the conside- 
ration of such a subject. 

The leading objections are :— 

First. ‘That, though Masonry may, in its origin 
and down through various Stages of society, have been 
eminently calculated to promote the benefit of the craft. 
yet, in the present state of man’s social relations, the 
necessity of its existence has ceased, and consequent- 
ly it remains, at best, a useless machinery, liable to 
be abused to mischief. 

Seconp. That, ina republican government, secret 
associations are dangerous, as nurseries of political 
cabals ; and that Freemasonry may be cherished to the 
very mischievous ends contemplated in the first objec- 
tion, 

Tuirp. The ceremonies of the Lodge, as set forth 
in the admitted rituals of Masonry, may be regarded 

reating sacred subjects with irreverence. 

Fourtn. That some of the tendencies of Masonic 
associations have been unfriendly to morals, by per- 
mitting too great a sacrifice to its festivities. 

Firry. That, as all men are bound to do good, and 
as society has provided by its legislative acts for the 
support of the utterly destituie, there is no necessity 
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for the naicinians of Masonic benevolence as a spe- 
cial duty. 

Sixtu. That females are excluded from the com- 
munion of Masonry, while in all acts of kindness, in 
all associations of benevolence, and all the works of 
active charity, the efficiency of their aid is acknowl- 
edged, and the promptness of their service is known 
to make doubly valuable the delicacy of its exten- 
sion. 

Seventu. That, if there is any merit in the order 
of Freemasonry, it is the duty of that order, as true 
philanthropists, to open the door of the Lodge to every 
one, that all may share in its benefits. 

E1igutH. That, whatever may be the good which 
Freemasonry proposes, every thing of which it is ca- 
pable can be accomplished by religion ; and that, to 
establish a separate society for a special object, is to 


deny religion a part of its power, and to deprive itofa ¢ 


portion of its legitimate exercise. 

These, my Brethren are some of the objections made 
to our order by men who would protest against any 
classification which I would include them in the cate 
gory of antimasons. I shall reply to each of them” 
briefly. Most of you know that some of them are 
wholly unfounded, and all of you feel that every one 
of them can be met satisfactorily to every Mason. I 
shall, thefore, spare much argument which I might 
deem necessary were I addressing an audience of un- 
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innitiated, and only present such prominent reasons as ° 
will serve to settle the minds of some Brothers, and to é 
supply them with simple answers to the queries of the ° 


unprejudiced. 

I scarcely know of any association—political, phi- 
lanthropic, or religious—but comes in time to extend 
its relations, enlarge its influences, and thus to increase 
its machinery until all its characteristics are not visi- 
ble ata single glance. In such cases, those who would 
become participant of the benefits of the confraternity 
satisfy themselves of the general good tendency and 
proper objects of the association, and trust to the cor- 
responding bearing of the minor portions. In associa- 
tions for temporal objects, this taking a portion on 
trust is denominated confidence ; in religious denomi- 
Jnations, it is faith. The unseen and the untold are 
* udged of by the vissible and the avowed ; and the as. 

ent is given to the remainder with a species of reser. 
vation, that there is to be no outrage of reason when 
reason is the standard; no discrepancies discovera- 
ble between the present afd the future revelation. 

Something of this kind belongs to our order ; more 
of it perhaps, than to any other institution of human 
origin. It has come down through so many ages by 
oral tradition, and is so extensive in its inclusions, 
that not all can understand the whole of its bearings 
and the simple Brother, judging by the excellence of 
that which he has acquired, of the appropriateness of 
all its parts, has not troubled himself to arrange argu- 
ments in defence of the operations of the institution in 
all its ramifications, but contents himself with the 


feels the weight of objections skilfully urged, 
he has no doubt that in the repositories of the order 
here are answers to all objections, and that those 


knowledge thatso much good as he sees existing must ‘ 
be incompatible with the evil charged ; and while he | 
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who preside over the ayinate of the craft know 
how to defend and sustain them. 

The first objection is, in substance, that the neces- ° 
sity for Masonry, if there ever was any, has ceased by 
the changes in society ; and that there is rather dan- 
ger than profit in its machinery. 

Those who look baek upon society in Europe, and 
in parts of America, and compare the past with the 
present. must acknowledge that immense changes have 
taken place in its ingredients and structure ; and that > 
all these changes have been for the general melioration ° 
of the condition of man and the approximation of clas. 
ses, by the breaking down of artificial distinctions — } 
The general rights of man, civil, political and relig- 3 
ious, are now better understood, and most generally ° 
acknowledged and admitted. Men in these portions of } 
the world now stand more nearly on an equality than } 
they once did ; and the disparity of comforts and con- ‘ 
veniences is almost as much diminished as is that of ° 
political position. How much Freemasonry has done » 
towards this, I pretend not now to say ; it is not so ° 
much a part of my purpose to show how much good } 
she has really wrought, as to prove to you how little 
evil she has done. I might, by proving that ever since 
these meliorations commenced in Europe, Freemason- 
ry has heen operative among those who promoted the 
good, and has been privately practised or publicly a- 
vowed ; by proving these things which would be easy» 
I might, I say, assert a claim in behalf of Freemason- 
ry for much of the credit of producing the benefits 
which are said to render Freemasonry unnecessary ; $ 
and my claim might be strengthened by the exhibition ° 
of another fact, that the very rulers who have most ; 
withstood the progress of the meliorations of our social ; 
condition, are those who have evinced the most hostil- $ 
ity to Freemasonry : but we let that claim rest for the ; 
present, and proceed to consider again the validity of } 
the objection. $ 

Admitting all the change in society which is assser- § 
ted, and doing justice to all the active benevolence > 
cherished and exhibited in this state of things, we de- ; 
clare that they do not interfere with the necessity of ¢ 
Freemasonry, though they may, in some measure, 
change its mode of action. There seems now no need 
for a man to set forth in the world, and in his pilgrim- 
age trust to the kindnesses of a single association for } 
aid. So many channels are open for travel and sup- 
port, and dangers are so much diminished, that it may > 
seldom happen that a Mason is found to apply to his 
Brethren for aid, in counsel, or in funds. The inter- 
course between the frequented portions of Europe and 
the United States is so constant, and the mercantile ‘ 
relations so intimate, that the resort to the brotherhood ; 
must be rare, especially as few leave this country for 
pecuniary benefits on the continent. But the rarity 
does not suppose an impossibility. Nor must we con- 
fine our ideas of soliciting aid to the asking of alms,or in ° 
the application for pecuniary assistance. Counte- 
nance—advice —social intercourse : these are Masonic 
benefits ; and these are as necessary in the most civi- 
lized, as in the most barbarous state of society. And 
how are these to be obtained ; or how are the rare in- 
stances or pecuniary aid to be expected, if Lodges are © 
to be closed because social life is improved, and the 
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with the noble ? 

This is obvious. Masonry has placed her benefits 
above the distribution of alms. But suppose the meli- 
oration of social life has diminished some of the uses 
of Masonry so far as that melioration extends—-still 
we may inquire how much effect has it wrought? how 
far does the melioration extend? Of the eight hun, 
dred millions of human beings on earth, how small; 
how very small a portion have yet been reached by this 
improvement? how wide the field for Masonic usefu!- 
ness, upon which the boasted operation of social per- 
fection has yet wrought no effects. 
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of Russia ; Asia and Africa, and the islands of the 


commoner has come to dispute the right of government > of aiding an cay femelle situated. 
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The second objection was that, in a republican gov- 
ernment, secret associations are dangerous, as nurse- 
ries of political cabals, and that Freemasonry may be 
diverted to very mischievous ends. 

I have observed, my Brethren that in all times, 
when argument failed to put down a sect, or to. over- 


> throw its doctrines, resort has been had to political 
> prejudices, political fears, and, finally, to political pow: 


er. Tothe holder of office, itis said, they deny Cesar’s 
power ; to the priesthood, that they blaspheme ; and 
to the people, ‘‘lest the Romans come and take our 


» nation from us.” 


Social life has yet scarcely much to boast of in much > 


; ocean may be improved; and how small a portion é 
, of our own continent has been reached by that degree » 
, of melioration which is to dispense with any portion | 


lated to impart, and which it does impart. 


, of the aid and assistance which Freemasonry is calcu- ° 


But, like the most refined portions of civilization, $ 


y it will be found that even among them the principles ° 


, of Freemasonry, or something like them, are required > 


’ to accomplish the objects which tl Q sae 
; p n jects which they are proposed to ° under Edward the Sixth, Mary and Elizabeth of Eng. 


reach. 


; I need not tell you, that as society becomes more | 


¢ and more civilized, it becomes more and more artifi- ° 


; cial, and certain rules derived from long habits acquire 


, force far beyond any claim which may be set up by | 


’ want, or by suffering, pleading in the name of human- 
’ ity. Something is required ; 
) sary. 
; —and that is found in Freemasonry—that has the 


; life, to overlook the barriers that have been raised by 
‘ the circumstances of society, and to secure advantages 
/ which might not be otherwise obtained. I do not 
; mean that it breaks down the barriers of social life, 
_ that it confounds order, and fuses the elements of so- 
’ ciety,—not at all: 

procuring certain social and pecuniary advantages, 

which might be obtained, indeed, without it, but 
y which is insured by its proper use. Beyond the pale 
of this artificial socie1y, it has all the advantages 
‘ which it might ever claim, and which do not seem to 
‘ be denied by its opponents. There is a selfishness in 
, the plea, that we who are in this improved social con- 


' dition,are not called upon to sustain Masonry; whose | 


benefits seem to be chiefly for those not thus advanta- 
geously situated. I have, in some of my previous ad- 
dresses, answered this objection ;—it is cold, selfish in 
its character and its origin ; unfit for the considera- 
tion cf a Mason , unworthy the high philanthropy in 
which our order is maintained. To do good to others 
is the object of Masons ; an‘ they must seek their re- 
ward in the delightful consciousness of obtaining that 
; object. They must then make the advantages of their 
; Social condition a means of usefulness to their Breth- 
, ren; and while they bless God that they can enjoy 
social, religious, and political liberty, and the abun- 
, dance of the good things of this life. they must not 


¢ must consider their own fortunate condition as a mean 


bor 


some new claim is neces. | 
A form of appeal that is special and particular ‘ 


Look back upon history ; mark any considerable 
persecution for opinion’s sake, and you will find that 
the strong hand of secular powere is invoked, because 
those who are to be destroyed may be injurious to the 
government. The persecutions against the Jews in 
Europe have always had that ostensible motive ; and 
all the charges of crime and treason against that peo- 
ple, have usually been founded on a desire to punish 
them for their credit, and to strip them of their 
wealth. 

The religious persecutions under Henry the Eighth 


land, were all accounted for, by their perpetrators, 
upon the ground that those whom they destroyed were 
inimicable to the dominant party and dangerous to 
the government! 

And do you not see the same subterfuge in this objec. 
tion? I donot mean, that every one who makes the 
objection is actuated by the same motive: but do you 
not see that the objection originates in such motives ; 


; and that it was only propounded when other objections 
, power to break through the incrustations of social ‘ 


had proved fruitless,and only derived importance when 
it was found that, by urging it, certain individuals 
could thereby appeal to the sensitiveness of a small 


- class, and strengthen the hopes and prospect of a lar- 


it becomes. [ assert, a means of | 


* concert ; 


> the 


» Shut their hearts to the thought that, as Masons, they < 


ger body. 

Freemasonry may alarm the tyrant who feels that a 
people would willingly and could readily free them- 
selves from his inflictions, if they could once act in 
and that continual dread which every tyrant, 
every wicked man, has, might lead him to suspect the 
motives ofa society which veiled its proceedings from the 
world ; and yet tyrants themselves have soon learned 
to understand the motives and ends of Masonry better 
—and thus to tolerate its existence. 

But. in a republican government, where men can ral- 
ly in public meetings against any men, and prepare for 
the ballot-box, where distinction is acquired by pub- 
lic opposition as well, and sometimes as much, as by 
exalted office the idea of a secret conclave being neces- 
sary to prepare measures for action, or propose men 
for place, is quite ridiculous: and the folly is more 
manifest from the faet. that Masonry has no where, 
and at no time included in her Lodges, unless by some 
accident in some single body, men ofa single party 
political creed. You smile at this objection, my 
Brethren, when you look around and consider the po- 
litical relations which some of us occupy in the world, 
and the antagonist position in which we stand before 
public. candidates at the present moment for 
public office, by the two great antagonist parties of 


‘ the nation. 
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; 
; . 
But 2 may not the helen te Quen by politien! § 
’ cabals, and become the scene of anti-republican combi- 
$ nations? Brethren, do you believe, does any man in 
> this country believe, that we are likely to become an- 
$ ti-republican in this country? Do you believe that 
* any one in any assembly in this country, would ven- 
ture to propose a measure hostile to the great princi- 
ples of our government? Brethren, what would be 
the sensations in this Hall, at the present moment if! 
were to offer to you my opinions upon men and meas- 
ares not comnected with the business of Freemasonry ? 
I have so much for which to thank your courtsey, that 
I ought to think that you would bear much from me ; 
but there is a point beyond which sufferance would de- 
note respect neither for my office nor your position. 
None but a madman or a fool would suggest such par- 
ty measures here ; and the madness and the folly, you 
know, must be of recent origin. or the unfortunate 
Brother could not have found entrance to do the 
wrong. 

One thing I may notice, passing, that the term 
‘* secret society,” applied to Freemasonry, is so far 
false, as it is evidently intended to convey the same 
meaning that is included in the words when they refer 
to a society of which it is the intention of its members 
to keep its existence a secret. Now, nothing can be 
more injurious than this confounding our society with 
those combinations that seek to conceal their exis- 
tence, lest the objects which they propose should be 
defeated. We proclaim every where our combination 
and its object ; we publish the names of our officers ; 
we erect in the midst of crowded cities our temples ; 
and we as occasions warrant, exhibit our numbers, 
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public poeeeen. This is not the course of a ‘‘ secret 
society.” 

*¢ But obligations to eng itis said, ‘‘constitute 
the ground of objection ” I believe no Sais is com- 
pelled to keep a secret which concerns himself alone, 
and no gentleman, I imagine, would feel at liberty to 
reveal a secret that belonged to others. 

From Freemasonry, then, republicanism can have 
nothing to fear. I will not adduce the argument that 
the best of our statesmen have been of our order, and 

> found nothing in it incompatible with those privileges 
or their duties of any kind. These things you know, 
and the world may know them too. 
As to the machinery of the Lodge being made an 
engine against our government, it is enough, perhaps, 
to point to the fact, that in this country the change in 
party dominancy is not more frequent than the change 
¢ which partizans make in their party relations; and 
the Lodge which should resolve to-night to proceed 
upon a political course would, probably, before its 
next stated meeting, find that one half of its members 
had become attached to the party which it had resolved 
to oppose. This objection, then. is not only unfound- 
ed, but itis ridiculous. It had its origin with men 
who were interested to deceive : and it has been urged 
since by those who, forgetting the occasion to which 
they heard it, renew it now for want of other oppo- 
sition. 

The third objection that claims our notice, is that the 
ceremonies of the Lodge, as set forth in the admitted 
rituals of Masonry, may be regarded as treating sacred 
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and show the world the persons of our members in ‘ 


; you, my Brethren, as it is now hastily presented, I con- 
’ ess that it is one of all that has been propounded, that 
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, other books as I have done. 


‘ because you are not perfect ? 


, as to the answer. 
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subjects pores irreverence. ‘Our sieeeds, ‘eben, 
> prescribe the reading of the Scriptures,prayer,and sol- 
emn charges to officers and members ; the order of 
proceedings at otr public meetings, and in the burial 
of the dead. Isee, my Brethren, nothing in these, 
and I beg of you to turn over the Ahiman Rezin and 
I see nothing in all 
these that can, even if abused, be regarded as parta- 
king of irreverence, unless it be the prayers. These, 
I confess, are numerous, aad might be irreverently 
used. 

But might not the prayers of any society be equally 
abused? Might not the morning and evening devotions ; 
of your own families, of the church itself, be so utter- 
ed as to produce feelings directly opposite to those * 
belonging to ‘‘ man in audience with the Deity ?” 

It is true, that ‘‘ prayers are wont to be made” in 
our assemblies ; itis a beautiful truth: long may it 
be the prescribed form of the order, that every impor- 
tant act of its regular assemblies shall be commenced 
and closed with an address to God. It is said, that 
the Lodge contains many persons, whose general ne- ’ 
glect of the duty of prayer may be urged in argument 
that they do not appreciate the imporvance of that du- 
ty, or assist in the exercise in a manner to edify oth- 
ers, or toshow themselves edified. 

Alas! my Brethren, is prayer to be made only by 
and for the good? Is the poor publican to be driven 
from his far off humility, and refused permission to 
invoke mercies upOn himself, because he is a sinner? 
Are our temples of public worship, where prayer is 
half the worship, to be closed, because the wicked 
may enter there? Are our prayer books to be destroyed, 
Rather let the house of / 
devotion be the sanctuary, whither the guilty shall re ; 
tire, away from the pursuits of their own consciences’ 
and find rest and safety. 

Let our Lodges continue their prayers to God, and 
our answer may be, asit has already been, the refor- 
mation of the erring Brother, under the blessings that / 
followed the petitions of the chaplain. Let the world 
learn that those in whose presence they stand in their ? 
days of prescribed devotion, and from whom they hear ° 
their prayers announced, are often with us, leading 
our devotions too, and elevating our hearts by the 
fervency of their prayers. ; 
# To you, Brethren,I put the question, with no fears 
Which one of you all has ever in a | 
Lodge seen irreverence in our prayers? Who has 
marked even indifference in the audience? J never 
have ; and though it would be manifestly wrong for ‘ 
me to inquire into the motives, or to doubt the sincerity ° 
of any, even of our opponents, Iam free to say, that ° 
I have rarely seen in houses of public worship such ° 
outward appearances of general devout participation » 
in, or deep respect for, the prayers as I have noticed ? 
in the Lodge. There is nothing else, so far as I can / 
observe, in the ritual of our order, that can be regar- 
ded as liable to be abused to irreverence toward God. ? 

The fourth objection is, that some of the tendencies 
of Masonic associations are unfriendly to sound mor- 
als, by permitting too great a sacrifice to its festivi- 
ties. Small as this objection may be considered by 
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seems most likely to produce effect, ona whieh I have 
heard urged against us with more real weight than 
most others, and which, in my opinion, is better found- 
ed than any other that I have answered, or that I pur- 
pose to reply to ;—better founded, I mean to say on 
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‘ to show that these results are not the necessary con- 
sequences of Freemasony, and especially that the ten- 
dencies of the order are not in that direction. 
Brethren :—in attempting to answer the objections 
to Freemasonry, I have sought to set before you the 
truth. Yam arguing to you, and not the world ; why 
should we deceive ourselves ? 
propose in gathering hither to set before each other 


RANDAL 


falsehood. 

I should love you less if you could submit to such 
things from me. You would despise me, I am_per- 
suaded, if I should attempt to use my position for 
such a ridiculous piece of deception—such palpable 
hypocrisy. 

Then, in meeting of this objection, I will not at- 
tempt to deny that our festivities have been abused 
by some unworthy members. But, I may assert, and 
that is the contradiction of the assertion implied in the 
, Objection, that these things are not the necessary con- 
sequence of Freemasonry. 

They are the accidents from those customs which 
sprung up among Masons, from seed brought into our 
order by Brethren who had other connexions in life 
from which they gathered habits and customs 

The habit of refreshing in Masonic Lodges, or rath- 
, er during the day or evening of holding the Lodge, 
; came from the necessity under which many Brethren, 
, coming from a distance, were under, of having re- 

freshments ; 

in, but after, the assembly : andsome weak Breth- 
’ ren, unable to control their appetites, yielded to temp- 
tations ; and it is probable date their errors from such 
acause, It is to be regretted ; but while they did that 
folly, it may be charitably hoped they were restrained 
from others by the influences of their Masonic rela- 
tions. 


~ 
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Some, ‘‘ whose God is their belly,” brought dis- 
grace upon us by gathering to our festivals, and grat- 
ifying appetites engendered elsewhere. 
evils, I repeat to you, were part of the general cus. 
toms of the time ; and the sufferings which our order 
has been called on to endure, have chastened her in 
this respect. 

She rarely has her banqueting room opened, and still 

more rarely is there found there the means of excess. 

‘ Never have I seen, of late years, an instance of im- 
propriety. 


SNAARAL 
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There is, then, nothing in the character of our or- 


/ admitted customs which is liable to these objections. 
Many of our Lodges are professedly abstinent—all are 
Strictly temperate. 

If some among us, have abused the privileges of our 
festivities, show me a society that ha3 not such mem- 

, bers? Ours claims the praise of dispensing with the 

‘ Oceasion of excesses,and thus delivering her members 

from evil, by keeping them from temptation. 
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ners wit as society has grantees e its tegistative 
acts for the support of the utterly destitute, thereis no 


necessity for the interference of Masonic benevolence 


> asa special duty. 


> 


absolute results, than any other. My object will be } 


é 


This objection is contradictory ; because if all are se- 
verally bound to take care of the necessitous, then 
there should be no necessity of almshouses: they, and 
the public hospitals, are as much supererogatory as 
Masonic Lodges are deemed to be. But we must not 


answer by showing their absurdity alone, but by 


What object could we 


as facts what our own knowledge would detect as - 
> into starvation ; 


pointing out their want of application. 

That all men are bound in duty to do good is cer- : 
tain; that they ought to feed the hungry, ‘cloth the 
naked, and solace the afflicted, there caa be no doubt ; 
but, unfortunately, allages have seer the hungry pine 
the starving wretch pinched with cold 


> until life was extinct; and the afflicted one go down 


to the grave with none to bind up his broken heart.— 
The sick have despaired of succour, and the orphan 
been without a protector. 

To prevent or to remedy these evils has been the 


- subject of deep contemplation and of active exertion 


with the philanthropist. But the great majority of 
mankind have comforted themselves with the thought, 
that when they had provided for their own household 


> they have discharged a duty which, ifall would equal, 
» mone would suffer. 


» necessary to combine: 


_ unfortunate : 


But these ¢ : - 
- came an act of justice rather than of charity, and the 


> response was according to the law of the association. 


> glitution, formed for a special purpose, does not inter- 


’ to prevent resort to such eleemosynary provisions, 


. cieties for withholding their funds from those who are 
The fifth objection is, that as all are bound todo § not members? 


‘ cee Syl Had a : eae: iti 's sneral obligations diminis e 
‘ der; nothing in its administration ; nothing now in its , Tecognition of such genera § h th 


’ advantages of the particular special bond. 


Against the day of evil, then, and the assaults of 
sudden poverty and want. it was found at length 
the savings of the day of pros- 
perity were placed in treasury by the associates, and 
only to be drawn upon when necessity should demand. 
Various associations of this kind sprung up, and the 
members derived the benefits which they had anticipa- 
ted: adversity came, but its force was broken; the 


and these things became of custom, not » Common stock supplied the individual want, and noth. 
Bs gs ‘ , 


ing was required but the evidences that the solicitor 
was entitled by contribution to demand a share.— 
Doubtles the members of these sodalities, wherever 
they were, recognised their duties as members of so- 
ciety to do good to all ; to minister, as far ar possible, 
to the comforts of the necessitous and to assist the 
this was a general law, sanctioning a 
general claim ; but the right of one of the confrater- 
nity of contributors was a perfect right; they were 
bound to respond to it by special obligations ; it be- 


Now, I speak not of any particular society, but 
generally of all bencficial associations, by which a 
sort of partnership is formed among the members ; 
and the needy may claim his share,when he can prove 
his necessities. You will at once see that such an in- 


fere with general obligations to do good ; nor does the 
The almshouse has with it a species of disgrace, 
from which the mind revolts: and so all public chari- 


ties are considered : and it was wise to devise means 


and preserve the proper pride of man, without allowing 
him to suffer. Who blames the members of these so- 
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Masonry is a oniiieeditis for ear purposes, among ; CONSTITUTION, which was ipanaanary in 1843, and 
> laid over until 1844 with amendments, was father a- 


others ;: those other purposes, however, are of a sim- 
ilar character. 

Charity or benevolence is always valuable in pro- 
portion to its extent. The kind of sodalities-to which 
I have invited your attention, are ofa local use, formed 
for the convenience of those who customarily associate, 
and who have a direct supervision of each other’s 
movements, and who may, therefore, judge of the 
claims which each other has upon the funds of the so- 
ciety. Masonry proposed to extend the advantages of 
such an institution; and, while she multiplied the 
numbers of its association, to establish and keep an 
equable exchange in charity. 

The man might deposite his contributions in one 
part of the world, and draw at sight in the antipodes 
—his necessities, and not his contribution, fixing the 
limits of his credit. In the local beneficial society, a 
certificate of membership and a statement of amount 
contributed are necessary for the proper honor ot a 
draft. In the Masonic institution no such means 
would be available : the right to draw must be estab- 
lished by other criteria, and the certificate must be 
drawn in language that is as universal as the society. 
It is evident, then, that the arguments in favor of 
any benevolent association, so many of which do cred- 
it to our time, are quite as applicable to the society of 
Freemasons as to them, while the benefits for which 
the Mason is entitled to draw, go far, very far, beyond 
the value of gold and silver ; and, extend, too, where 
those ingredients of ordinary comfort in social life 
has but little value. 

When our opponents are prepared to show us that so- 
cial institutions have prevented the necessity of Ma. 
sonic benevolence, by anticipating its action, then 
we will yield the argument; in the mean time, we 
shall, as Masons, continue to do good to all, ‘‘ espe- 
cially to the household of faith® 


TO BE CONTINUED, 


GRAND LODGE OF NEW HAMPSHIRE. 


The Annual Communication of the Grand Lodge of 
New Hampshire, was holden agreeably to the provis- 
ions of the Constitution, at the Hall of Blazing Star 
Lodge in Concord, on Tuesday, and Wednesday, June 
10th and 11th, A. D. 1845, A. L. 5845. 

After the transaction of some local business, the 
Grand Lodge proceeded to the choice of its officers, for 
the ensuing year, which resulted as follows: 

Cyrus Cressey, Bradford, Grand Master, 

Joun Curistte, Portsmouth, Deputy Grand Master, 
Tuomas Laws, Washington, Senior Grand Warden 
PuitEeMon Torres, Claremont, Junior Grand Warden. 
Joun KNow Ton, Portsmouth, Grand Treasurer. 
Isaac L. Forsom, Exeter, Grand Secretary. 
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’ masonry. She has passed through a fiery ordeal, 
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» garments. 
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mended in 1844, and postponed until 1845, for further 
action. 

Said CONSTITUTION and amendments were read 
by the Grand Secretary. 

The amendments were severally adopted by the 
Grand Lodge. 

The Constitution was then examined, section by 
section, and was adopted. 

During the Session, the Committee on Correspon- 
dence made an able and interesting report on the state 
of Masonry in the United States. We are compelled 
to Summerise it, giving such parts only, as we think 
will be of the most interest to our readers. The com- 
mittee say. ‘‘ We have examined all these with the 
deepest interest, and we could wish that every mem- 
ber of our Grand Lodge, and every brother within its 
jurisdiction might be able to sit down to so richa 
treat : and confident we are, that if this could be done, 
a fire would be kindled in the breast of each, which 
would place our institution far in advance of what it 
yet has been. Your committee cannot hope with the 
view they may be able to present of these proceedings 
to communicate to the fraternity here those stirring 
emotions which the examination of the originals could 
not fail to produce ; but they will indulge the hope, 
meagre and imperfect as the account which we are 


able to give, must necessarily be, that it will do some. ‘ 


thing toward kindling up those sacred fires which a 


cruel and unrelenting persecution had well nigh ex- 


tinguished. 


Several matters possessing more interest than the | 


ordinary routine of business, are now growing up in 
the Grand Lodges of the United States and elsewhere, 
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to a consideration of which your committee ask the at- $ 


tention of the Grand Lodge. 
PROSPERITY OF THE INSTITUTION. 


A new era is just now commencing in the history of 3 


but 
like the three ancient worthies, she has escaped un- 


scorched, and without even a smell of fire upon her $ 


She has risen from the ashes with renew- 


' ed youth, with increased vigor, and better than before 


* ; whether this was done in conformity with masonic 


Jostau BARTLETT ,of Lee Grand Master of Ceremonies. ° 
Hosea Fessenven, of Concord, Grand Sword Bearer, ° 


Georce W.Tow ez, of Portsmouth, Grand Marshall. ° : ; 
‘ an undisturbed reign, 


Asa Morrison, Boscawen, ? 


5 


¢ the stormy ocean of prejudice and passion, 


Samue_Kettey, Great-Falls. § Grand Chaplains. 5 
Nicnoras Fowter, Concord, 8S. G. D. 

Jostan Morse, Henniker, J.G.D 
WittraM P. Rippre, Bedford, Grand Pursuivant. 
Isaac EAsTMAN, Concord, Grand Tyler. 


The Grand Lodge resumed the considevaiion of the 
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; to remove those doubts, and restore entire confidence. 


—prepared for the work in which she is engaged. So ° 
» furiously were our brethren in Michigan assailed, that ‘ 
> the Grand Lodge in that State, and all the subordinate ° 
Lodges with a single exception, were obliged to sus. ‘ 
pend their labors, They are now reviving in every part ¢ 


of the State, and the cause is steadily progressing.— 
The Grand Lodge has been re-organized ; but doubts 
having been entertained by some other Grand Lodges 


usage, we are happy to learn that steps are now taking 


The committee on Foreign correspondence in Virgin- 
ia, say: 

‘In our own Jurisdiction peace and prosperity hold 
The Masonic Craft never oc- 
cupied a loftier position than at the present time.— 
Like a moral Pharos, the Institution lifts itself above 
shedding 
its pure light upon the agitated waters. A sublime 
memorial of the inflexible virtues of the past—a Tem- 
ple and a Sanctuary for the woes of the present—like 
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hope, it smiles Earthward wie: it lifts its calm eye 
Heavenward, and by the intensity of its gaze, shows 
that its trust is in God! {t has beenrocked by tem- 
pests—seared by the lightnings—it has been a butt for 
the shafts of bigotry—the waters of party strife have 
tried its strong foundation—yet it stands as firm as 
when the pealing notes, of praise first resounded in its 
courts, andthe Solomonsand Hirams bowed before its 
Altars.” 

The following is an extract from the Proceedings of 
the Grand Lodge in Tennessee : 

‘In conclusion, your Comimittee cannot but express 


> the opinion tht the present is a very auspicious peri- 
¢ od in the history of the Fraternity, both here and else- 


where. Peace reigns within our borders, prosperity 
showers her blessings upon us, and we may be permitted 


‘ to invoke the Gret Architect of the Universe to watch 
5 over and guide us tothe truth in all things, and pre- 


é 


° new Lodges, 
° others. 
§ have been initiated the past year. 


‘ serve us from disturbances within or broils with. 


out.” 

In Kentucky dispensations have been granted to nine 
and applications were made for four 
In Mississippi, three hundred and thirty-six 
In Illinois, seven 


> dispensations have been granted for new Lodges.— 
§ Young Iowa too, is engaging heartily in the work— 
> her first Lodge was established in 1840, and she has 
‘ now a flourishing Grand Lodge. 


The D. G. M. in an address to the Grand Lodge o” 


’ Maine, says that applications to some Lodges are so 
* numerous that time is hardly found to attend to them. 


Wisconsin too, is engaged heart and hand in the 
work —a Grand Lodge has been established there 
about a year and a half, and it has six Lodges within 


. its jurisdiction, and two U. D. 


From Europe, too, we have intelligence of the most 
cheering character. Masonry never seeemed to be in 


’ better condition there than at the present moment.— 


‘ In England, France, Switzerland and upon the Rhine, / 


‘ the cause is received with unusual favor. 


Our own State, too, is moving onward—several ap- 


. plications have been made for the restoration of chart- 


; ers: 
‘ of enquiry and action is abroad and rising. 


initiations are becoming frequent, and the spirit 
Soon may 
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we hope to see our favored institution here restored ’ 


to her former place. 
ESTABLISHMENT OF COLLEGES AND SCHOOLS. 


The establishment of Colleges and preparatory 


_ Schools for the education of the orphan children of 
‘ worthy brother masons. is a new feature in the history } 


of masonry in this country ; and itis one which no 


- mason can contemplate but with the liveliest emotions. 


Ina considerable number of States, 


CANAAN 


AAAS 


* the Grand Lodge to which he is sent. 
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sons, on such eens as the prea etn may admit. 
It is called the Masonic Coilege of the State of Mis- 
souri,—all the Officers and instructors are to be Ma- 
sons. It went into operation in May of last year, and 
in October numbered about fifty scholars. Four of the 
subordinate Lodges have beneficiairies there, and the 
institution appears in a highly prosperous condition. 

The Grand Lodges in the States of North Carolina. 
Indiana, Tennessee, Alabama, Kentucky, Mississippi 
and Illinois are all agitating the same matter, and 
some of them are adopting vigorous measures for the 
accomplishment of the same object. 

Perhaps there may not existin the Northern States 
where the means of acommon education at a public 
expense are brought home to the whole community, 
the same necessity for the measures adopted by our 
southern and western brethren. Still itis worthy of 
consideration, whether something of this kind may not 
and ought not to be done here. We observe with 
pleasure that it is recommended by some of the Grand 
Lodges to the subordinate Lodges to seek out the or- 
phans of worthy brothers and see that they are prop- 
erly provided for: and that the means for acquiring 
an education are furnished them at the expense of the 
Lodge. 

In the Grand Lodge of Kentucky, the following res- 
olution was passed : 

‘© Resolved, That this Grand Lodge request each 
and every subordinate Lodge under its jurisdiction, to 
appoint a committee, whose duty it shall be, to find 
out all the orphan children of deceased Masons, with- 
in the limits of its jurisdictiction, and those that are 
in indigent circumstances, and send said children to 
the school in the neighborhood where they live, and 
pay for the same out of the funds of the Lodge, and by 
subscriptions from members and transient members ; 
and if there cannot be means enough raised by such ° 
sources, then this Grand Lodge may appropriate such 
sums as it may deem proper, for such purposes, by 
petition being made for the same.” 

We have only to reflect upon this subject for a mo- 
ment to see where the path of duty lies, and that and 
the path of highest interest are identical. 

REPRESENTATIVE SYSTEM. 

This is of recent origin—it promises as your Com- | 
mittee believe, much good to the cause of Masonry.— * 
The practice so far as it prevails is this: the Grand / 
Lodge of one State appoints some individual as her 
representative in some other Grand Lodge. Therep- 
resentative appointed is received and accredited by 
He sometimes 


’ resides within the jurisdiction of the Lodge sending 


vigorous efforts ’ 
are now making in the Grand Lodges to place the 


? 


means of a thorough education within the reach of the - 


children of masons. 
enterprise, 


In this noble and praiseworthy 
Missouri takes the lead. 
April and October, 5844, is a highly interesting ac- 
count of their Institution. It is entirely under the con- 
trol of the Grand Lodge, and is to be a college and 
school for the instruction of youth in all branches of 
learning usually taught in such institutions, and an 
asylum for the orphans of the destitute Master Ma- 


t. 


In the Journal ’ 
of Proceedings of the Grand Lodge of that State for ’ yo 
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him ; but more frequently in that of the Lodge to 
which he is sent. A Grand Lodge wishing to derive 
the advantages growing out of such a representation, 
recommends to a sister Grand Lodge some suitable 
person to be her representative and asks a similar fa- 
r: the Grand Lodge sent to approves the recom- 
mendation or not at her pleasure ; and wilk recom- 
mend or not as she chooses, some person near her own 
Grand Lodge to be the representative of her sister 
Grand Lodge. 

The object of this system is to bring the Grand Lodg- 
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es of the different States into more intimate connexion 
with each other—to bind them more closely together 
as one great brother-hood, and to facilitate the in- 


ly. 
From the very nature of the case the powers and 


precision: there is no one body which has the power 
to do this. The Lodges of different States are entire- 
ly independent of each other, and whatever 18 done 
by one Grand Lodge affecting interests out of its dwn 
jurisdiction, has no binding authority, till that action 
Teceives the concurrence and approval of the Lodges 
generally ; and even then each Grand Lodge will re- 
main entirely independent and at liberty to pursue her 
own course, though what is ascertained to be for the 
benefit of the craft generally, has ever been regarded 
as entitled to its influence upon the whole body. 
There is another object which we think may be af- 
fected by this system of representation. Questionsare 
continually arising in one State affecting the interest 
of Masonry in another. Protests may be sent—repre- 


siness of this character. Except in cases where a 


the parties. 


be attended with no expense to them. 
tative is provided with the regalia of the State he 
represents, which is nearly all the expense necessary. 
The system has received the approval ofa large num- 
ber of the Grand Lodges. 
DELEGATES TO vistr ENGiisn LopcEs. 

Propositions have been made by several Grand 
Lodges to send delegates to England,—two objects 
are proposed by this mission: to cultivate a better 
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to produce a greater uniformity in work between the 
English and American Lodges. 
of this measure the Grand Lodges of this country are 
divided ;—our own Grand Lodge has not acted upon 
the subject. 


terchange of communications and intelligence general- ; 
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duties of such representatives are not defined with ° 
; to see that there is a prospect that the evil complain. 


‘ ures to remove this objectionable feature in the consti- 
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REGISTER. 
but cruel in the extreme, to shut out from participa- 
tion in the benefits of this institution the individuals 
of the very nation to which we are indebted for it; 
and we are happy to notice that the Grand Lodge of 


the State of New York took prompt and decided meas. 


tution of the Lodges of Germany ;—and we are happy 


$ ed of may be removed. 
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sentations may be made ; but business will be poorly - 
attended to in this way. This system may be made { 
to afford great facilities for the transaction of all bu- ; 


Grand Lodge sends one of its members to another, 
this system is attended with trifling expense to any of | 
Persons are generally appointed to this ; 
station who would, without the appointment, attend | 
the meetings of their Grand Lodge : it will, of course | 
The represen- | 
* for the privileges of masonry. 


acquintance with our brethren across the water, and ° 


Upon the Expediency * 


The following Lodges are in favor of the ; 


measure : Massachusetts, Mississippi and Missouri. « 


r: 


The following Lodges are opposed to it: Virginia, Ma- 
ryland, Indiana and Tennessee. Some of the Lodges 
have not acted upon the proposition atall, others proba- 
bly have acted, but what their action has been is not 
now before your committee. 
Exciuston oF Jews rrom Lopces. 

Your committe have been pained to learn that it is 
’ the practice of certain Lodges in-Germany to refuse 
admission to brethren from foreign Lodges who are of 
Jewish faith. 
ion was admitted to membership in a Lodge in New 
York. He obiained a certificate from the Grand 
Lodge of that State and presented it for admission to 
one of their German Lodges ; but their rules excluded 
him on account of his religion. That this is a palpa- 
ble departure ftom the ancient landmarks is too clear 
to admit ofdoubt. It would seem to be not only unwise 
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JuRISDICTION oF GRAND LopGEs—ApmMISSION oF CiT- 
IZENS FROM OTHER STATES. 
A question of no ordinary magnitude has recently a- 
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risen in some of the Grand Lodges as to the right of > 
; a Lodge in one State admitting a citizen of another.— 
¢ A number of instances of such admissions has given : 
rise to much strong feeling, and such as ought not to 


exist in the fraternity ; and some decided action on 
the part of this Grand Lodge is peremptorily called for. 


Several cases of this kind have claimed the attention 


of the Grand Lodge of Ohio. 
appointed to report upon that subject say : 

“That it appears from an official communication 
from Lafayette Lodge No. 81, Cincinnatti, that in 
September last, a Mr Marcus Fichtheimer, presented 


» a petition to that Lodge for initiation, which was re- 


ceived and disposed of in the usual manner. That in 
the interim, before their next regular meeting, in the 


A committe of thatbody | 


next month, (this October,) the applicant made a vis- ; 


it to New York City, and there became a Master Mason. 
and as such’on his return, claimed admission into the 
very Lodge who yet held under consideration, and 
who were then, in fact, balloting upon his application 
This Lodge for the 
present refused his admission upon the ground that in 
accordance whith strict masonic usage, he did not ob 
ain the degrees lawfully.” 

In answer to this, the Committee on Foreign cor. 
respondence in New York say : 

‘* These severe strictures upon the Grand Lodge of 
New York from our brethren of Ohio, do not seem to 
accord very well with the dictum of the Most Wor. 
shipful Brother Reese, their late Grand Master, who 
in pages 12 and 13 of the Journal before us, says, 
(speaking of the duties of the Grand Master.) ‘ As in- 
separable from his visitation duties, there is conceded 
to him the right, within his jurisdiction, to make ma- 
sons ‘at sight,’ or cause them to be made in his 
presence.’ Now for aught that the Grand Lodge of 
Ohio knows, or for aught that your committee know, 
that might have been the case in the instances com- 
plained of ; but to charge this Grand Lodge or the 
Lodges under its jurisdiction with reprehensible prac- 
tices, is, in the opinion of your committee, taking rath- 


> er a bokd stand—and we cannot but think this asper- 
; sion from a sister Grand Lodge, with whom we have 
» always been on terms of the most perfect comity, as . 


It appears that a brother of this relig- | 


we 


very ungracious. No official communication of the a- 
buses complained of, (if such really exist) has been 


made to this Grand Lodge, if it had, prompt action > 


would have been taken to remedy the same. Your 
Committee would respectfully recommend that an en. 
quiry be forthwith instituted into this matter, and 
the same be reported on at our next Quarterly Com- 
munication.” 


This answer does not appear to your committe sat- 3 
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isfactory. For taking it for granted that certain offli- 
cers may make masons “‘ atsight” it does not touch 
this question or jnrisdiction over the citizens of other 
States. There would be as strong objections to the 


° exercise of this power by a Grand Master as bya sub- 


> ordinate Lodge. 


The evils growing out of the prac- 


> tice would be the same in either case. 


> had been made to them. 


The Grand Lodge of New York complain that no 
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official communication of the abuses complained of : 


In this position we think 


° they are right: it was undoubtedly the duty of the 


3 ing of the Grand Lodge of Arkansas. 


> Lodge for initiation, and was rejected. 


Grand Lodge of Ohio as soon as these facts had come 
to their knowledge, to make a representation of them 
to the Grand Lodge of New York ; and we are happy 
to find thatthe latter is adopting vigorous measures 
to enquire into the matter 

Another case of this kind is stated in the proceed- 
The facts as 


stated are these: a citizen of that State, residing in 
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and where his character is well known and under- 
stood. Itis avery suspicious circumstance that he 
goes among strangers for the mysteries of masonry.— 
We have a regulation in analagous cases, which iS 
salutary “in its operation, and something like this 
ought to be required if initiations are permitted where 
the candidate is not known to the body of the Lodge. 
It is an follows : 

‘* When a gentleman applies for initiation in any 
lodge, who resides in another town where a regular 
Lodge is holden, or nearer any regular Lodge than 
that in which he is proposed, it shall be the duty of 
the Secretary of the Lodge to know if they have ever 


’ refused him admisssion, or if they know any just rea- 


the vicinity of Litthe Rock petitioned Western Star ° 


Soon after he 
went on a visit to North Alabama, and in a few 
weeks returned, having received the three degrees in 
a Lodge under the jurisdiction of the Grand Lodge 
of Alabama, and was subsequently excluded the ben- 
efits of Masonry. 

These cases are sufficient to show the gross impro. 


son why he ought not to be made a mason. And to 
the report of such Lodge due weightand consideration 
are to be given.” 

Ricut or A LonGe To Try 1Ts MASTER. 

The Convention assembled at Baltimore expressed 
the opinion that a subordinate Lodge had not a right 
to to try its master. The Grand Lodge of Massachu- 
setts, Arkansas and Misssisippi concur in that opin- 
ion—some of the other Grand Lodges dissent. The 


} principle ground of the opinion is, that the master of 


priety of admitting strangers to our communion ;—but | 


we do not stand in need of such facts to show the evils 


, Which must grow out ofa practice of this kind. A 
person of ordinary discretion cannot fail to see that : 


the worst of calamities are to be apprehended from its 
continuance. We were highly gratified to see that 
the Grand Lodge of Alabama in one of whose Lodges the 
member from Arkansas was received, adopted prompt 
measures to remedy the evil. At their last meeting in 
December, 5844, they passed the following resolu- 
tions : 

1. ‘‘ Resolved, That inthe opinion of this Grand 
Lodge it 1s unmasonic for any subordinate Lodge with- 
in the United States, to initiate, pass or raise a citi- 
zen from any other State, without assertaining from the 
Grand Secretary of the State of such applicant’s §resi- 
dence, whether he has there applied for initiation. 

2. That the Grand Secretary forward a copy of 
these resolutions to the Grand Secretary of each 
Grand Lodge in the United States, requesting that 
the same may be laid before each such Grand Lodge. 
and request that such restrictions may be imposed up- 
on their subordinate Lodges.” 

In the view of our commmittee the Grand Lodge of 
Alabama have stopped short of the mark—we think 
that the general rule should be that Lodges in one 
State should not have the right to admit citizens of a- 
nother. 

Itis certainly not enough to know that an applicant 
from another State has made no application in his own 
State. There are cases where a person would not ap- 


a Lodge is a member of the Grand Lodge, and _ there- 
fore only amenable for any of his acts to that body.— 
It is replied that the same reasoning would equally ap, 
ply to the wardens. 

The right view of this question it seems to your 
commitee has not been taken. The report of the mi- 
nority of the committee in the Gran Lodge of Missis- 
sippi 
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upon this question which came before that ° 


° ? 
Lodge, comes nearer to the true view than any other ? 


we have met. 
A glance at the history of our Grand Lodges and 
their powers must settle this question. The time 


‘ was, when there existed no Grand Lodges—the whole 


/ primitive state. 


ply, because heis aware that if he did he would be | 


rejected. We would not be understood to say that 
there may be no exceptions to the general rule. A vil- 
lage in which there is but a single Lodge may be part- 
ly in one State and partly in another, we would not 


say that the rule should apply there ;—but a person | 


ought to be initiated in the place where he resides, 


authority of course then rested in what now are 
termed Subordinate Lodges. Many inconveniences 
were found to grow out of this state of things, and a 
remedy was attempted by a union of a number of 
Lodges through certain officers appointed for that pur- 
pose, which resulted in the establishment of the regu. 
lar Grand Lodges of the present day. The powers 
which they at present possess, it is apparent must 
have grown up gradually and must have been conceded 
to them by the original Lodges, and was so muchtaken 
from them. Grand Lodges then could possess only 
those powers which were expressly granted to them 
by the subordinates to whom they owe their existence. 
These powers are defined in the constitutions of those 
bodies, or sanctioned by long continued use and acqui- 
esence ; and whatever powers are notthus found to be 
conceded to the Grand Lodges are retained still in the 
The rightthen which any Lodge has 
to try its master, does not rest in opinion, but it is a 
question of fact whether they have parted with this 
power ; and this question in the view of your commit- 
tee there is one infstrument,and only one which cansettle, 
and that is, the constitution of the Grand Lodge. Your 


committee do not question the right of the Subordinate < 


Lodges by their representatives in the Grand Lodga 
to confer that power upon the latter body, but until 


’ that is done, we are very clearly of the opinion that 


x 
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question of naked right, and of expediency are two 
very different things which are too apt to be blen- 
ded together ; and the latter but too often exerts more 
than its legitimate influence upon the former,—upon 
the latter we are not called to express an opinion. In 
the constitution of the Grand Lodge of Wisconsin, re- 
cently adopted, we noticed a provision of this kind, 
vesting this power in the Grand Lodge—it is the only 
provision of the kind in any of our constitutions which 
has fallen within our observation. 
VisITiNG sick BRETHREN. 
Among the distinguishing features of modern Mason- 
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coming more and more manifest every year, to reduce 
its beautiful precepts to practice. 
higher claims than that of visiting, sympathising 
with, and aiding those upon whom disease has laid 
its heavy hand ; and your committe recommended to 
> the attention of this Grand Lodge the following ex- 
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is the disposition in the brotherhood which is be- ; ‘ gs, 
a 1 ‘ action, and funds of the Institution—the deeds for 
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None of these have ; 


nA 


tracts of an address of the Deputy Grand Master of the é 


Grand Lodge of Mississippi. 
“T learn with unmingled feelings of gratification, 
° that some of our subordinate Lodges have lately adop- 


brother, during his illness the constant attendance of 
a Master Mason. The Masters of these subordinate 
Lodges are required to appoint monthly a committee, 
whose sole duty consist in ascertaining the invalids 
amongst them, ond appointing daily two Master Ma- 
sons to attend each indisposed brother. The unpar- 
alled mortality of the past year has convinced us al], 
not only of the utility, but of the absolute necessity of 
some General permanent system of this character, 


ern 


sr 


$ upon this Grand Lodge, the propriety of adopting ef- 
fectual measures to secure this desirable end.” 


GRAND LODGE OF KENTUCKY. 
This Grand Body held its annual communiaion, 
* on the 25th day of August last, at the Masonie ul! in 
the City of Lexington. We tender to Brother Swig- 
gert, the R. W. Grand Secretary, our thanks fora copy 
of the proceedings. 


RII 


> ted a system of action which secure to every sick ° 


* deemed it our duty to accept the offer. 


and [ should prove recreant to duty, did I not urge 
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this Grand Lodge to adopt a similar resolution. 
During the Session, the Committee on Education 
made anelaborate and interesting report; which we 
extract for the benefit of our readers. It is quite a 
significant answer to the enquiry often made by the 
opponents Of our Institution—‘‘ of what use can Ma- 
sonry be put to in this age?” The Committee say— 
‘That, deeply impressed with the delicate and re- 
sponsible duty devolved upon them, your committe 
met in the town of Lagrange. the week following 
the adjournment of the last annual meeting of this 
M. W. Grand Lodge, and entered at once, with the 
Trustees of Funk Seminary, into a negotiation for the 
transfer of the grounds, buildings, property, choses in 


PIO mm 


we 
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which accompany this report. The property consists 


» of a new, commodious, substantial, and rather elegant 


brick edifice, two stories high, and well arranged for 
educational purposes ; erected at a cost of about $4,- 
500, including the two lots of ground on which it 
stands. There is alsoa fund of about $6.000, well 
secured, embraced in the property conveyed to the 
Grand Lodge. 

The whole property, edifice, lots and funds, were 
offered to your committee on condition that the Grand 
Lodge should establish and maintain an efficient school 
at Lagrange, to which the sons of the citizens of the 
county and town might be sent as pay pupils We 
A number of 
the Trustees, then in office, resigned their places for 
the purpose of having them filled by Masons, which 
was accordingly done. 

The Trustees proceeded to employ Brother James 
C. Davis, an experienced Teacher for the Preparatory 
Department, on terms perfectly safe to the Grand 


rere 


vw 


3 Lodge—Brother Davis agreeing to take tuition fees 


for his compensation, and to educate, gratuitously, ten 
students, to be sent by the Grand Lodge or its agents. 
It was deemed indispensable to put into operation 


a higher department ; anl your committee consider 
» themselves exceedingly fortunate in having secured 


’ the services of an able and accomplished teacher on 


The M. W. Grand Master announced, that since | 


the last Annual Convocation he had granted Dispen- 
sations to five new Lodges. to be holden atthe follow- 
ing places .—At Madisonville, called ‘ Madisonville ;” 
at Blandville, called ‘* Blandville ;’ at Lebanon, called 
** Lebanon ;” at Russelville, called ‘ Russelville ;” at 
London called M’Kee.” 

The Grand Master renounced to the Grand Lodge 
the death of Brother B. D. Crookshanks, when Broth- 
er Payne offered the following resolution, which was 
read and adopted, viz : 

It having been announced by the Worshipful Grand 
Master, that our Brother B. D. Crookshanks, the 
publisher of the Masonic Mirror, published under the 
’ patronage of this Grand Lodge, has departed this life : 
therefore 

Resolved, That, as a testimonial of the services ren- 
dered by Brother Crookshanks, and the esteem in 
which he has been held, the members of this Grand 
Lodge will wear the usual badge of mourning, and 


~~ 


were 


PPP LIPS PIIP LS Ie 


LEP DI 


a 


aw 


very advantageous terms. This is one Rev. Brother 
J. R. Finley, Principal of the Seminary ; a gentleman 
educated at one of the best Colleges in the United 
States, and who is not only eminently qualified to teach 
the higher branches of'a finished education, butalsothe » 
French and Spanish language. He entered upon his 
duties on the 7th day of November last. g 
With a view of increasing the means of the institu- ° 
tion, and of making a personal appeal, in its behalf, 


- 


’ to the subordinate Lodges, it was deemed advisable. 


in February last, to appoint an agent, whose duty it 
should be, to visit, as far as possible, every Lodge 
under our jurisdiction, place before the Masons in the ” 
State the plans, objects, &c., of the Institution, pro- » 
cure donations in money, books, maps, &ec., and the 


» subscription of ten year and perpetual scholarships— 


the first by the payment of $100. to entitle to instruc- ; 
tion for ten years, free of tuition fees. The latter bythe » 
payment of $300 to instruction for ever while the insti- : 
tution has an existence, free of tution fees. Brother 
Finley very cheerful undertook this agency, at a great 


; sacrifice of personal ease and domestic comfort ; and 


YANN 


that it be recommended to the Lodges subordinate to { after travelling for six months, over more than 2,300 


~ 
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¢ miles, a great part of the time visiting and addressing 
six Lodges in the week, has succeeded beyound the 
most sanguine expectations of your commitee, having 
obtained funds to the amount of $10,855, besides dona- 
tions in books, maps, &., to a handsome amount, and 
some 1,000 mineralogical specimens for the Cabinet 
ofthe Institution ; all of which willappear more fully, by 
reference to hisreport herewith. This sum will doubt- 
less be increased in our own State, and itis believed 
a very considerable amount would be realized by the 
appointment of an efficient agent to visit Tennessee, 
Mississippi, Louisiana, Arkansas, Alabama, Georgia, 
North and South Carolina, Virginia, Maryland, Penn- 
sylvania, Ohio, Indiana and Illinois. The agent's 
travelling expenses should be paid. and he allowed a 
reascnable compensation out of the funds collected by 
‘ him. Indeed, we deem the appointment of such an 
agent to be a most important and necessary step, and 
we would respectfully suggest that it should be done 
with as little delay as possible, as the Grand Lodges 
of other States will doubtless soon imitate our exam- 
ple, and employ their means in the gratuitous educa- 
tion of the orphans of Masonic parentage. 

At the commencement of the second session, Rev. 
Brother A. A. Morrison, a graduate of Augusta Col- 
lege, and an experienced linguist, was appointed Pro. 
fessor of Languages, with the understanding that he, 
like Brother Davis, should take the fees of his depart. 
ment as compensation. This appointment was ren- 
dered necessary by the increasing number of students, 
and by the proposed absence of Brother Finley, whose 
chair, during his absence, has been filled by Brother 
Morrison. 

Thus organized the second session of the Masonic 
orphan school, under the patronage of the Grand 
Lodge of Kentucky, has just been brought to a 
close, with some 127 pupils, and under circum- 
stances highly flattering to the Principal and Profes- 
sors, and, as your committee believe, to the entire 
satisfaction of all concerned. For a more full and 
detailed account of the present condition and fi- 
nances of the Institution, your committee beg leave to 
refer to the report of the Principal and Trustees here- 
with transmitted. The Government of the Institution 
1s Strictly moral and paternal, but nothing in the way 
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to enter within its walls. 

There isalso at Lagrange a flourishing female 
school, under the charge of Rev. Brother J. H. Ed- 
miston, which many of the friends of both schools are 
anxious to see placed under the patronage of this M. 
W. Grand Lodge, and which may be done at a very 
trifling expense. The Trustees of the Female Semi- 
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by 20 feet wide, with a large lot of ground attached, 
and have obtained an act of Assembly to transfer 
the whole to the Trustees of Funk Seminary, if 
the Grand Lodge shall think proper to accept the 
donation. 

Although the Grand Lodge seems to have looked 
no further than to the education of the sons of our de- 
ceased brethren, your committee are at a loss to con- 
ceive why provisions should not be also made, as soon 


as practicable, for the other and more dependent sex. 
Indeed, the appeals for protection and sympathy seem 


— an 
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of sectarian religious principles will ever be allowed ‘ 


nary at Lagrange, own a brick building 40 feet long 3 
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to be loudest in their favor, and we cannot imagine a 
case of much greater hardship than that of the orphan 
daughters of deceased Masons, when thrown upon the 
cold charities of the world, without education or 
means of sppport. The appeal from such is of a char- 
acter which, as Masons, we are bound to respect, and 
may not pass unheeded. This department, for the 
current masonic year, could be made to support 
itself; and if properly organized and conducted, would 
materially aid in promoting the prosperity of the 
male Institution, by affording to parents, especially 
in the South, the opportunity of educating both their 
sons and daughters at the same place. 

Your committe regret to state, that a very small a. 
mount has as yet been realized under the resolution of 
this Grand Lodge, directing each subordinate Lodge 
to call on every Mason within their jurisdiction for a 
contribution of $1 each, to the funds of the Asylum.— 
Something however, has been done. but few have re. 
fused to doany thing, and we have reason to hope that 
most, if not all the Lodges which have not take schol- 
arship in the Institution, will ultimately comply with 
so reasonable a request. Something has already been 
done by the donation of books, maps &c., towards 
the establishment of a Library, and if suitable exer- 
tions are made in each subordinate Lodge, a valuable 
collection of this kind, together with minerals, natural 
curiosities, &c., may be easily formed, would be of 
great value to the Institution, and scarcely felt by the 
donors. 

In presenting this brief outline of the condition and 
future prospects of the Institution. your committee are 
Painfully impressed with a conviction of the magnitude 
of the undertaking, and of the difficulties which lie in 
the way. Nothing but a conviction equally serious of 
its importance to the cause of Free Masonry, and to 
the cause of humanity. could have induced them to as- 
sume the responsibilities which the enterprise in- 
volves. 

But after all, the question may be asked, indeed it 
has alreedy been asked, will our plans succeed? And 
if it does, what amount of moral influence may we ex- 
pect to be derived from it ? 

We answer unhesitatingly, THAT SUCCESS IS CER- 
TAIN ; the means are within our reach, and all that 
now remains to be done is to proceed with: steady and 
untiring zeal, to the consummation of what has been 
so well begun. Like all other great and important 
undertakings, it will require time, patience, and per- 
severance, to accomplish it. The beginning may be 
sinall, but we must wait patiently for results. Far 
up inthe State of Pennsylvania there flows a little 
stream, so small thata thirsty ox might almost drink 
it dry—still it wends its way along, onward and down. 
ward, for more than a thousand miles, accelerated in 
its progress by contributions from numberless smaller 
streams, passing more than a thousand beautiful 
farms, and bearing on its bosom almost half a thou- 
sand beautiful steamers, until it is lost in the great 
father of rivers. 

But still] it rolls on away and away, far more than 
1500 miles further, until it is again lost inthe mighty 
ocean—great emblem of eternity! There it will con 
inue to roar and foam, until the Angel with ene foot 
th the sea and the other on the land, shall lift up his 
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that time shall be no more! 
it is a rill—a rivulet—a river—an ocean—broad, 
boundless, and fathomless as eternity itself. Thus 
may it be with the Masonic Orphans’ Asylum. May 
the small beginning that has already been made, con- 
tinue to deepen and widen, and spread, until like 
the stone which was cut ont of the mountain without 
hands, its moral influence shall fill the earth—until 
every orphan dependent upon us for assistance shall be 
brought under its genial influences, and until thon- 
sands yet unborn shall rise up and call it blessed. 

Your committe submit the following resolutions ; 

1. Resolved, That the thanks of this Grand Lodge 
be, and they are hereby tendered to the late Trustees 
of Funk Seminary, for the generous donation of $10,000 
to the Masonic Orphans’ Asylum. 

2. Resolved, That the Grand Lodge of Kentucky 
hereby engages to pay to the Treasurer of Funk Sem- 
inary, at each successive Communication, for twenty 
years from this date, six hundred dollars, as the in- 
terest, at six per cent., on ten thousand dollars, which 
last amount is to be considered as so much subscribed 
by this Grand Lodge, towards the endowment of the 


hand to heaven and swear by Him that liveth forever, ; 
So with moral influence ; ° 





receiving the report of the Subordinate Lodges, on the 


‘ Acai 


subject of educating the orphan children of deceased » 
Masons that are in indigent circumstances would most 


respectfully report, that they have received the re. 
port from the following Lodges that are doing some- 
thing for the cause of educating the orphans that are 
indigent in their situations ; the Lodges also. which 
have none in their bounds or jurisdiction to educate.— 
The number of children sent by each Lodge. are as 
follows : 

Land Mark Lodge, No. 41, and Webb Chapter, No, 
6, at Versailles, report to have a school organized un- 


. der their control, in which there are about forty five 
, pupils, eight of which are not charged with tuition 


said Institution: Provided nevertheless, That the said | 
, 


ten thousand dollars shall be retained in the hands of 
the Grand Lodge, and that the force and effect of 
this resolution shall cease whenever the said Funk 


Seminary shall, from any cause, pass from under the | 


control of this Grand Lodge. 

Brother Wingate from the Committee on Work, 
made the following report, which was tead and con- 
curred in, viz. 

The committe on work would submit the following 


; report: 


' 


That during the present Grand Convocation,they have 
had several meetings and discussed and decided many 
points of minor differences in the work of the different 
members ; upon all ocasions the primary object of 
the committee has been directed to x, certain and be gov- 
erned by the ancient land marks of the order. 

Weare much gratified in reporting, that in every 
prominent and principal point there was a remarka.- 
ble uniformity of work of the several members com- 
posing the committee. 

Whereever there wasa diversity, the point was inva- 
riably settled by a majority of the committee, and in 
every instance the minority cordially yielded. 

Your committee is most decidedly of opinion, that 
subordinate Lodges should not encourage, nor even 
tolerate itinerant masons lecturing to such Lodge. 

Your committee would advise the continuation of a 
committee of work, and that the members of such 
committee, in their immediate neighborhood, visit the 
subordinate Lodges, and render any assistance which 
may be desired in the way of work. The following 
resolution is submitted : 

Resolved, That a committee of ten be appointed, to 
be called the committee of Work, who shall perform 
the duties pointed out by the foregoing report. 

Brother I. Cunningham, from the committee to 


fees. Montgomery Lodge, No. 23, has four sent, and 
more as soon as they become old enough. Washing- 
ton Lodge reports but one found in their jurisdiction, 
and it is going to school, and that Lodge pays for the 
same. Carrollton Lodge, No. 134, four children that 
are sending to school. 

Your committe have the report of but few of the 
Lodges made out on this subject. The following 
Lodges report no children in their bounds to educate 
by their Lodges: Winchester No 20; the Lodges in 
the cities of louisville and Lexington report City 
Schools, supportedeby a tax on the property of the city, 
and that provides for their respective jurisdictions ; 
and the Morrison Lodge, No. 76, has none under their 
jurisdiction ; that Paducah Lodge No. 127sthe Paris 
Union Lodge, No. 16, report none to educate; De 
Witt Clinton, No. 86, none. 

Many of the Representatives have not reported their 
Lodges on this subject. Your committee desire that 
the Representatives will perform their every duty in 
this holy matter, and stimulate their Lodges respec- 
tively to the same duty. 

[The proceedings before us, which are chiefly local, 
exhibit much prosperity to the Institution in Kentucky, 
which we gather from their perusal. The innitiations 


* for the past year, amount to four hundred and thirty 


two. One Lodge, (Fortitude) reports thirty eight in- 
nitiations: and several, from 12 to 20 each. This is 
worthy of our palmiest days.] During the Session, 
the following Grand officers were chosen. 

M.W.WM. HOLLOWAY, of Richmond, G. M. 
R. W. WM. B. ALLEN, of Greensburgh, D. G. 
W. JA’S H. DAVIESS, of Georgetown, 8.G.W. 
W. CHARLES TILDEN, of Louisville J. G. W. 

M. R. GUERDON GATES, of Louisville, G. C. 
JAMES W. HAYES, of Elizabethtown, G. O. 
PHILLIP SWIGERT, of Frankfort, G. Src. 
ALBERT G. HODGES, of Frankfort, G. Tr. 
G.P. RICHARDSON ,of Lexington,G. S.&.T. 


M. 


GRAND R. A. CHAPTER: KENTUCKY. 
The Grand Royal Arch Chapter of Kentucky, held 


2 its annual meeting at the Grand Masonic Hall, in the 


¢ gust, 1845. 


whom the same was referred, made the following re- | 


port, which was read and concurred in: 
Your committe which was appointed for the purpose of 
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city of Lexington, on Thursday, the 28th day of Au- 
A sufficient number of Chapters being 
represented, the Grand Chapter was opened according 
to ancient form. in the 7th degree of Masonry, when 
the Throne of Grace was addressed by the M. R. G. 


The following officers were elected for the ensuing | 


year. 
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M. E. estas Bowmar, Jr. ,of V atin. G. H. p. 
E. Demsey Carrey of Maysville, D. G, H. P. 
E. Wits Stewart, of Louisville, G. K. 
E. Humeurey Jones, Jr., of Richmond. G. S.~ 
Comp. Puitiip Swicert, of Frankfort, G. Sec. 
Comp. Tuomas C, Orear, of Lexington, G. Tr. 
Comp. Rev. Josrau L, Kemp, of Lexington, G. C. 
Comer. Wm. H. Warson, of Frankfort, G. M. 
Comp. Isaac CunnINGHAM, of Winchester, G. C. G. 
Comp. Geo. P. RicHarpson, of Lexington, G.S.&. T. 
Comp. Irvin, from the Committee on Foreign Com- 


munications, made the following report, which was > 


read and concurred in viz : 

The Committee on Foreign Corresponience have 
had under consideration the matters to them referred, 
and beg leave to report : 

That they have examined the proceedings of the 
Grand Chapters of the State of Alabama, Vir- 
ginia, Maryland, New-Hampshire, Tennesse, and 
the Republic of Texas, which were handed to them bY 
the Grand Secretary, in all of which we find nothing 
requiring the action of this Grand Chapter, but much 
interesting matter. Your committee would however 
beg leave to express their great gratification at the 


prosperous and flourishing condition of Royal Arch | 


Masonry in those States, 
nation of the proceedings of their Grand Chapters. 
Your committee regard an interchange of the pro. 


as evidenced by an exami- 


: ancient form, 


> aS, proposing an interchange of Representatives with 


ceedings with the several Grand Chapters throughout | 


the United States, as of the greatest importance, and 
regret very much that they are not more numerous, 
and therefore beg leave respectfully, to urge that the 
Grand Secretary take particular care to forward to all 


, Chapter, requesting that they will do likewise. 


Comp. Wingate also offered the following resolu. 
tion, which was read and adopted, viz : 


Resolved, That a committee be appointed to be called 


the committee on Work, and shall consist of the High ‘ 


Priest of each subordinate Chapter whose duty it shall 
be to report to this Grand Chapter, a uniform mode 
of work in each one of the tines 
OFFICERS OF THE GRAND COUNCIL OF KEN. 
TUCKY. 
PHILIP SWIGERT, of Frankfort, G. P. 
JAMES G. CALDWELL, of Louisville, D. G, 
G. P, RICHARDSON, of Lexington, G. 'T. I. 
O. J. HARRISON, of Louisville, G. P. C. 
J.W. CRANE, of Louisville, G. C.G 
H. BOWMAR, Jr., of Versailles, G. R. 
ALVAN STEPHENS, of Lexington, G, Tr. 
Rev. JOHN BLACK, of Paducah, G. C. 
JOHN McCRACKE N, of Lexington, G. S. 


GRAND CHAPTER OF CONNECTICUT. 
The annual Convocation of the Grand Royal Arch 
Chapter of the State of Connecticut, was held at Ma- 
sonic Hall in the City of Hartford, 
15th, 1845. 
At 10 o’clock, A. M., the Companions present were 
called to order by the Most Excellent Grand High 
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Thursday, May | 


13 
Priest, and after solemn prayer by the Rev. Grand 
Chaplain, the Grand Chapter was opened in due an 


A communication from the Grand Chapters of Tex 
this Grand Chapter. was read and referred to th 


Committee on Correspondence. The Grand Chapter 
then went into Committee of the whole, M. E. Com. 


» panion Ellis in the chair, on the election of Grand Of- 


ficers. Companions Eaton and Spring were appoin. 
ted tellers. After balloting for the several officers, the 
Committee rose and reported that the following Com, 
panions were duly elected Grand Officers of the Gra nd 
Royal Arch Chapter of the State of Connecticut, for 
the ensuing year, viz: 
M. E. Horace Goopwin,, 2d, Grand High Priest. 
E. Benoni A SuHepuern, D. G. High Priest. 
E. WitiiaM E. Sanrorp, G. King. 
EF. GeorGe GippinGs, G. Scribe. 
E. BensamiIn BeecHer, G. Treasurer. 
E. G. Secretary. 
THeopore Spencer, Jr., Grand Marshall. 
ExisHa Dovenas, Grand Sentinel. 
Rev. Joun Moore, Grand Chaplain 


Be STORE ' 
Wu ; Lass Sa ~—e Grand Stewards. 
EvisAH GILBERT, Jr., 


Isaac Tutrie, Grand Tyler. 
{During the session complaint was made to the 
Grand Chapter that Warren Chapter, 


EvIPHALET G. Srorer, 
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a subordi- $ 


nate body, had met, and by a vote of 17 to 7, voted ° 


to divide its funds among its members. 


The Grand | 
‘ Chapter very properly took the following action on 2 
the Grand Chapters, copies of the proceedings of this 


it, which as it has a general bearing on the whole fra- 


ternity, we extract. | 


The Committe are unanimously of the opinion, that y 
no Chapter has a right to distribute its funds among ; 


the members thereof, for their own personal emolu- 


ment, axcontemplated by the vote of Warren Chapter, ° 
but that such funds are to be used only for Masonic + 


and charitable purposes ; 


and they recommend that the 


above appeal be sustained by the Grand Chapter, and ° 
that the vote ofsaid Warren Chapter, distributing their / 


funds among the members, be annulled; and they 
further recommend that measures be taken, at this 
time, to prevent any Chapter under this jurisdiction 
from disposing of their funds in like manner. The 


committee 


beg leave to offer the following resolution: « 


Resolved, That the vote passed by Warren Chapter, / 


No 12, on the 18th of June, 1844, authorizing a dis- 


tribution of the funds of said Chapter among the mem. / 


bers thereof, be and the same hereby is annulled, and 
declared void and of no effect. 

On motion it was voted, 
above report be accepted, and the resolution adopted, 
and that the following clause be added to the By-Laws 
of this Grand Chapter 


unanimously, that the / 


No Chapter under the jurisdiction of this Grand / 


Chapter, shall divide;the funds, or any part thereof, 
belonging tosuch Chapter, among the members thereof, 
without the consent and approbation of the Grand 


~~ 
















Ane 


_ 
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Chapter first had ~- eronenars “Provided. thet this 
By-Law shall not prohibit the voting any sum from the 
funds of subordinate Chapters, to worthy companions, 
their widows and orphans, in distressed or indigent cir. 
cumstances. 

The following resolution was subsequently intro- 
duced and adopted unanimously : 

Resolved, That this Grand Chapter accept the pro- 


Texas for an interchange of Representatives, and that 


the Grand Chapter of Connecticut. 
GRAND COUNCIL OF CONNECTICUT. 


Select Masters of the State of Connecticut, 
Mason’s Hall in the City of Harford, on Thursday, 
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elected to the several offices affixed to their names, for 
the ensuing year, viz: 


T. I. Benont A. SHEPHERD, G. 

‘* Henry Peck, D. G. P. 

‘€ Nauum Frace, G. T. I. 
THEopoRE Spencer, Jr., 
ALityn Goonwin, G.C. G. 
BensaMin Beecuer, G. Treas. 
EvipHaAcet G. Srorer, G. Ree. 


Meus mieuntgwe sus. 


A 


- G.P.C 
ce 


ce 
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rere 


LAAN, 


ington City, the 29th day of ELUL, A. Hm. 5605, A. 
LIBis. 2381, which corresponds to the Ist of October, 
1845, of the Christian Era—A. Ois. 727, A. Mm. 531. 
—(New York City.) 
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position of the Grand Chapters of the Republic of : 


the M. E. Ingoldsby W. Crawford, Past Grand High é 
Priest of this Grand Chapter, be recommended to the ; 
Grand Chapter of Texas for their Representative near < 


AAAA 


At the annual assembly of the Grand Council of | 
held at ‘ 


May 4th, Y. D. 2845, the Grand Council was opened < 
in due form, and the following Hlustrious Companions ‘ 


° congregated at the EAST—City of Albany N. Y., near 
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and iain ale an cnimuiiiias on the natu. 
ral and constitutional Masonic rights of these United 
States of North America. 
J. J. J. GOURGAS, , 
M. P. Sov. Gr. Commander 33d ad vitam. / 
GILES F. YATES, : 
M. I. Insp, Lieut. Gr. Commander 33d. { 
EDWARD A. RAYMOND, ‘ 
Ill. Treasurer General of the H. E. / 
CHARLES W. MOORE, 


Ill. Secretary General of the H. E. / 
ARCHIBALD BULL 


Sov. Gr. Inspector, General, 33d. 
KILLIAN H. VAN RENSSELAER, 
Sov. Gr. Inspector General 33d. / 
’ RUEL BAKER, ? 
Ill. Master of ceremonies. / 
JOHN CHRISTIE, 
Ii}. Captain of the L. G 


UNIT AS—CONCORDIA—FRATRUM. 


At the last anniversary Convention of the Grand 
Council of Princes of Jerusalem, duly established and . 


the B. B under the C. C. of the L.,—42° 39’ N. L., % 
the following named Princes were duly elected to the ’ 


¢ offices set opposite to their names. 


Granp Just under the C. C. of the Zenith, at the ‘ 
vertical point near the B. B., answering to the 40° § 
42’ 40’ N, L., and 2°. 51’ 0’ E. L., Meridian of Wash- : 


The Supreme Council of the M, P. Sovereigns, Grand ; 


? Inspectors General of the 33d degree, for the Northern 
> District and Jurisdiction of the United States of North 
America. — 

To ALL WHOMSOEVER IT MAY CONCERN, 


GREETING: | 


6 KNOW YE, That this Northern District and Juris- 

. diction consists, at present, of the following fourteen 

states, to wit: Maine New-Hampshire, Vermont, Mas- 

sachusetts, Connecticut. Rhode-Island New York, New- 

} Jersey, Pennsylvania, Delaware, Ohio, Indiana, I/li- 
» nois and Michigan. 

That it never did, nor ever shall adopt any mode of 

‘‘ working” by means of itinerant Deputies, or Agents, 

&c., under any denomination whatsoever ; such mode 

¢ of operation being objectionable on many accounts, 


.~AN 


$ and only calculated to lower the standard of the ‘In. ‘ 


; effable and Sublime Degrees and Orders of the most 
, ancient and honorable Fraternity of Free and accept. 
ed Masons.” 

And further be it generally known, well understood 
and remembered, that any medling, officious, inter- 
ference through Deputies, Agents or powers, in any 
shape or form, and from any quarter whatever, shall 
at all times be considered and acted upon, as illegal 


hw... 
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» Grand Lodge of England, 


David Newcomb M. Fq. Gr. Sovereign. 
Lewis G. Hoffman Eq. Subs. Gr. Sovereign. 
Thomas D. James M. Em. sen. G. Warden. ¢ 
Jetur Gardiner ** Jun. G. Warden ; 
P. M. Eq. Giles F. Yates ‘* G. Chancellor 

P. Eq. William Bay Ill. G. P. 
Cornelius Tenbroeck ‘* Recorder 


P. Eq. Killian H. Van Rensselaer ‘‘ M. F. 
P.M. Em. George Young oo. ; 
fe ee Hiram Arnold ‘© Herald 
re ee «William Ferguson ‘ S. B. 

John Pierce “ P.& G. 
«6 Eq. Archibald Bull ‘* M.Em.G.Coun. 
“oe “Giles F. Yates ee SG. Oe. 


The Ineffable & Sublime Gr. Lodge of Perfection } 
established in Albany N. Y. 20th Dec 1767. , 


Officers chosen at the last annual meeting 22d Sept. 
1845. 


Ill. & Th P. Thomas D. James __ S. G. Master 
Ill. & S. Jetur Gardner G. S. Warden 
“Cornelius Ten Broeck G. J. Warden 
ee «¢ €6" George Young G. M. of Cer. 
eee © David Newcomb G, Treasurer 
fe ee €€ Lewis G. Hoffman G. Secretary 
fe se (6 William Ferguson G. C. of G 

cc be ke John wieres G. Tiler. 


From the London Freemason’s aunty Rete. 
UNITED GRAND LODGE OF ENGLAND. 
COMMITTEE. OF MASTERS. $ 
27th August.—Present Brothers Norris, Goldsworthy, ‘ 

Crucifix, Savage, Me Mullen, Adamthwaite, Webb, 
and Rule. 
A letter, dated 25th August, addressed by her Grace ° 
the Duchess of Inverness to the Grand Master and the ’ 
was read; in which letter ; 
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the Duchess mand shat, understanding from the ex, 
ecutors of her late husband, H. R. H. the Duke of Sus- 
sex, that theitestimonial, presented by the Craft to their 
beloved protector, the late Grand Mastcr, must be 
sold, she immediately obtained their consent to be- 
come the purchaser ; and having succeeded in this 


and the Grand Lodge to accept at her hands the tes- 


Lodge. 
her conviction, that in the course she thus adopted she 


her illustrious and beloved husband. 

The Duchess further observed in her letter that she 
‘ should much wish to have the loan of the Sussex Tes- 
timonial on certain particular occasions, assuring the 
Grand-Lodge that it should always be returned in per- 
fect order. 

The reading of the letter caused mingled sensations 
of regret at the decease of the late Grand Master, 
and of grateful respect for the Masonic considera- 
tion of her Grace. 

MEMORIAL TO THE LATE DvuKE o£ Sussex.—July 


gt, Hi 


for erecting a memorial to his Royal Highness the late 


purpose of deciding in what manner the money already 
collected should be disposed of. Lord Viscount 
Ebrington, M. P., presided. 


RARRAADALAANAN ALATA 


thington, the Rev. 
Mr. Prichard, M. Dietrichsen, and about eighty oth- 
er subscribers to the fund. 

The chairman having briefly opened the proceed- 
ings, 

The Rev. Dr. 


mihi 
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the total amount of subscriptions already collected 


4551 15s. 2d.; 
the hands of the Committee. 


‘ should be placed, with the permission of the Roya} 


‘ Houses of Parliament, the statue not to exceed the 
’ sum of 2,0002. 

‘ The adoption of the report having been moved and 
* seconded, 

Mr. Pritchard rose for the purpose of moving an a- 
mendment. 
the best that could be adopted. 
of Parliament would not bein accordance with the 
feeling and character of the departed Duke. 
acareer of simple benevolence, 
would be far better for the funds to be devo- 
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acter. 


to be erected te the memory of 


precision from his character, It is nota mausoleum, 
however stately, or a statue, 


work of art. for neither would confer any practical 
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timonial, to be considered as the property of the Grand | 
By this course, the chance of any subsequent | 
sale would be prevented ; and the Duchess expressed ° 


ted to some purpose of an essential benevolent char- ‘ 
The amendment was as follows :—‘‘ That in | ; 
‘ : : Q i i d,and the admirable man- 
the opinion of this meeting the memorial which ought + the late Prince are delineated, 
His Royal Highness ;: 


the Duke of Sussex is deducible with certainty and ; 


5 
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benefit on ‘ mentiod ; bat. itis the Seundation or en- 
largement of some institution which, whilst it linked 
his benevolence with futurity, and impressed the im- 
age off his virtues on succeeding generations, would 


APP PADS ISL IIA 


> be daily productive of the greatest possible amount of 


; good to his fellow creatures—that the Royal Free 


object, the Duchess requested of the Grand Master } 


Hospital for the destitute sick and diseased is such an 
institution, and therefore that the amount of the Sus. 
sex Memorial Fund be appropriated to the building a- 
nother wing to that most excellent charity, to be called 
‘* the Sussex wing,” and to contain nat less than one 


| ; k o , 1 
was carrying out what would have been the wishes of : hundred beds, with the addition of a marble statue, to 


be erected at a cost not exceeding 1,000 guineas, and 
a suitable inscription, and that such a building would 
constitute a peculiarly appropriate memorial of his late 


> Royal Highness’s character, render his virtues a 


“~ 


14.—A public meeting of the subscribers to the fund > 


¢ 


Duke of Sussex took place at Willis’s Rooms, for the ° 
’ ey collected will be applied to the Royal Free Hos- ; 


2 


? 
5 


Amongst the gentlemen ° 
present where the Rev. Dr. Wolff, the Rev. Dr. Wor- ‘ 
Dr. Bowles, B. B. Cabbell, Esq., ° 


é 


~ 


Bowles, formerly Chaplain to his ‘ 
Royal Highness, read a brief report, which stated that ° 
> sum of 11,303 3s. 9d., 
had been 2,238/ 15s. ; the expenses incured had been 
leaving asum of 1,782 19s. 10d. in ° 
It was recommended that | 
a full length marble statue of His Royal Highness ° 


source of benefit to mankind, and invest his memory 
with a moral grandeur, compared to which the high- 
est works of art sink into insignificance.” 

Mr. Ditrichsen seconded the amendment, and spoke 
in high terms of the Royal Free Hospital. 

Lord Ebrington the chairman, spoke in opposttion 
to the amendment, which together with the report, 
were put to the meeting. 

Every hand in the room (with one exception) was 
held up in favour of the amendment, so that the mon. 


pital. 
Lord Ebrington retired, and Dr. Bowles was called 


to the chair. 


The Rev. Dr. Wolff moved the following resolu- | 


tion .— 

‘¢ That the Sussex wing and statue be erected un- 
der the superintendence and direction of the Genera 
Committee of the Sussex Memorial Fund, and of the 
following Governors of the Free Hospital. (The 
Trustees of the Hospital having guaranted that the 
Three per Cent Bank Annuities, 
belonging to that institution shall be reserved and set 
apart for the erection of the wing and statue) :—Lord 
Robert Grosvenor, M. P., Lord Ashley, M. P., Lord 
Ebrington, M. P., the Hon. Arthur Kinnaird, F. 
P. Walesbuy, Esq., William Pritchard. and Dr. Mars. 


: "et : a i ¢ den. 
Commission of the Fine Arts, in some part of the new ° 


The Rev. Dr. Worthington, in seconding the resolu- 


- tion, remarked that the Royal Free Hospital was in 


‘ his parish. 


He doubted whether the proposal was ° 
A statue inthe Houses ° 


That parish contained 13,000 souls, 
10,000 of whom were the poorest of the poor. He 
was quite sure the application of the money to that 
Hospital would be productive of incalculable good. 
The resolution was carried nem dis. 
Thanks having been voted to the Rev. Dr. Bowles, 


> the Chairman, and the other officers, the meeting sep- 


His was ° 
and he thought it 3 
° was ordered from E. H. 


é 
< 


¢ 


arated, 

Tue STATUE OF THE LATE DUKE oF Sussex, which 
Bailly, Esq, the eminent 
sculptor, by the Grand Lodge, is rapidly p.ogressing 
and the fidelity with which the features and figure of 


ner in which the georgeous decoration of the Orders 
of the Thistle and Garter, with the robes of the latter 


> (the costume), are executed as faras they have gone, 


however valuable asa ; reflect the greatest credit on the artist, 


and have re- 
ceived the highest encomiums, from Her Grace the 
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Duchess of Inverness, His Royal Highness the Duke 
of Cambridge, and others who have visited the sculp- 
tor’s studio. The whole figure is eight feet high, in- 
cluding a six-inch plinth ; its weight is about six tons, 
and it is formed of one solid block of beautiful white 
Italian marble, from the quarries of Carrara, the o- 
riginal cost of whieh was 280 guineas, and the price 
to be paid to Mr. Baily is 1,800. When completed 
it will be placed on a five-feet pedestal, to be 
formed, it is uuderstood, of ordinary stone, and the 
whole is to be erected on the dais in Freemasons’ Hall, 
which is at present being embellished and decorated. 


Nate tn nn nn hh hh 


The statue from its great size and weight ; can only be 
conveyed into the hall through an apperture to be cut 
in the outer wall. The execution of the public sub- 
scription statue of his Royal Highness is entrusted to 
the same sculptor, and will, itis understood, be from 
the above model, price 1,000 guineas A drawing has 
been made, which will shortly be engraved for publi- 
cation. 


FREEMASONS IN GERMANY. 

The movement which agitates now the religious 
world in Germany extends largely into the Masonic 
Lodges. They are divided into the electic system, 
and such as intended to bring the Royal Craft more in 
unison with the moral and ethic tenets of Christianity. 
The Lodges of Berlin and Frankfort—very important 
in the system of German Freemasonry—are for the 
latter course ; but those of Berlin have not yet made 
any positive declaration to that effect. Prince Frede- 
rick of Prussia (heir to the throne)is the Grand Mas- 
ter of the Prussian Masons. His circular to all the 
Lodges recommending the Brothers to join and stren- 
uously to co-operate with the societies for the improve- 
ment of the working classes, has made a very favora- 
ble impression, and has been attended with the best 
results. In Austria Freemasonry is still prohibited. 
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THE CASE OF BROTHER EUGENE MARIE LA 
GRATIA. 

Our readers will probaby remember the signal and 
eventful case of Brother La Gratia, that excited so 
much attention at the Lodge of Benevolene, held on 
the 31st of July, 1844, when he was relieved for the 
purpose of returning to Barcelona, where he stated he 
had connexions. 

It appears that on his arrival in that city, he made 
himself known as a Freemason : he was probably in- 
duced to take this step, either from ignorance that 
Freemasonry was proscribed in Spain, or {rom a hope- 
ful reliance on the powerful and providential aid it had 
already afforded him, by having been the cause of sa- 
ving his life in Hayti, and succouring him in the hour 
of need in New York and England. But, alas! poor 
fellow! he was doomed to a sad reverse ; for soon af- 
ter he reached Barcelona,, he was cast into prison, 
and as his letter addressed to Brother Herring of New 
York, stated, awaited the sentence of death, unless 
the American authorities would use their exertions to 


stay his execution. This letter with an appeal from 
the Grand Lodge in his favor, was forwarded to Dr. 
Crucifix, who on its receipt drew up a strong memo. 
rial to Brother Penleaze (formerlyP. G. M. for Hants,) 


it. 
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the resident British consul at Barcelona, which was 
readily attested and countersigned by Brother White, 
the Grand Secretary, and despatched on the very day 
the letter from Brother Herring was received. 

We have not heard the result.—Poor La Gratia!— 
Freemasonry in Hayti was the cause of the salvation 
of a life, that in Barcelona appeared doomed to be 


forfeited on its account! 





OLDE KYNGE COLLE. 
(From an original Copy in old English Type, in the possession of 
Bro. W. Snewing.) 
Is yt not cald 
By al,’ he bawled, 
A royall arte ande mysterie: 
And doe you presume, syr, 


Old Kynge Colle 
Tho’ a regall olde sowle, 
Had a vulgar failing hee, 
And much hee wished to knowe 
Whatt benefitt coulde flowe ‘To put me in a fume, syr, 
Fro a knowledge of Maconrie. By poking your funne at mee ? 
For heepes of bricke and mortar, Wolde you class the royall line 
With sondrie pots of porter, Of Colleites wyth the swyne : 
Likewise a short dudee, You nincompoope, mome, boobie ? 
Whenne hee turn’d the matter o’er Doe you see aniething greene 
Flitted doggedly before, About my royell eien, 
The mind of his majestie. Shall vou prate, syr, of cabbage to 
For Olde Kynge Colle mee ?”? 
Was a mery olde sowle, For Olde Kynge Colle 
And a mery olde sowle was hee’ W sa mery olde sowle, etc. 
He had an ardent wishe 
‘)” have a fingere in the dishe, ‘Thenne olde Kynge Colle 
Wyth the sonnes of Maconrye. Resolved—goode sowle! 
Thatt a Macon hee wolde bee; 
«And cry’d, “ By Ali Croker, 
Scraching his polle, ‘Vl brave this pretious poker, 
Wyth an ayre of perplexitie ; As becomes a Kynge lyke mee!” 
Sayd, ‘ I’ve heard my grandmama_ Soe thatt verie same nyghte, 
Say to my late papa, Ie received, ‘the lyghte,” 
Twas nothing but fiddlededee.” «And the records of Maconry, 
Then he whispered in the eare Say hee dronke untoe the craffte 
Of his warie premiere, ‘Till hee gotte completely daffte, . 
‘i'm puzzled verie much d’ye see,: And as dronke as dronke could bee 
Soe put on youre learned lookes, © For Olde. Kynge Colle 
Jdoe search the royall bookes, Was a mery olde sowle, etc, 
And solve mee this mysterie.”’ 
For Olde Kynge Colle 
Wasa mery olde sowle, etc. 





Olde Kynge Colle, 


‘Olde Kynge Colle, 
)As magnett to the pole, 
¢Was trew to Maconry: 
Swore the climax of delyghte 
And intellectual lyghte, 
Was the knife and forke degree, 
And he never put on 
‘His royal aprone, 
, But hee sayd to the strynges, sayd 


Thenne hee—poor manne— 
Began to scanne 

The archives of royaltye : 

And most diligentlie pored, 

In the learned duste, ’till bored 
Verie nearlie to deathe was hee : 


But at length hee gailie rose, hee, 
Brought his labors to a close, “ Whenne I’ve dyned, if youre 
And sayd to his kynge, sayd hee:,  wholle, 


* Unless Lam mistaken, 

’Tis cabbage, syre, and bacon.” 

* You're a foole,’ said his majestie 
For Olde K ynge Colle 7 
Was a mery olde sowle, etc. 


My name’s not Colle.” 

Oh a merry olde manne was hee, 
For Olde Kyng Colle 
Was a mery olde sowle, etc, 











TO OUR PATRONS. 

The last No. completed the sixth volume of the 
American Masonic Register ; and in commencing a 
new volume, we have but to renew former assurances, 
that we shall endeavor to make the Register worthy of 
the continued confidence of our Brethren. 

Of the quality of our sheet, it is not for us to speak, 
our patrons are the best judges: but of the quantity 
furnished, we beg to say a word. The Register con- 
tains more matter, than any two sheet Masonic pub- 
lication in the United States, and at half the price. 
One of our objects in changing the form of the last 
volume, was to save the subscriber the postage and 
cost of two sheets of paper, by putting an equal quan- 
tity of matter on one. By this arrangement, paper, 
ink, and postage are saved, which the subscriber has 
the advantage of. 

The terms will be as usual, $1 per anumn, in ad- 
vance, Clubs of six or more, six shillings. 

In the 3d No. each subscriber, will be presented 
with a handsome Masters’ Diploma (copperplate) dou- 
ble the size of the page, 10 1-2 by 13 inches, on fine 
paper, suitable for framing. 

Albany, N. Y. Nov. 1845. 
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